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From the Chair

Nancy Stephani

Greetings Democrats and Friends,
2021 has finally arrived. While the next month appears it may have some bumps as we transition to the Biden
presidency, a lot of behind the scenes work has already begun. Most city of Findlay elected positions are up for election
this coming fall and the primary is this coming May. Please consider running yourself or encourage someone to run for each city council seat, mayor, and more. Please see the Hancock County Board of Elections for list of open offices
and next steps: https:hancockcountyelections.gov
Some important deadlines:
February 3, 2021 - Candidate petitions must be filed by 4 p.m.
February 22, 2021 is the write in candidate deadline - file before 4 p.m.
April 5, 2021 is voter registration deadline for primary voting
May 4, 2021 is the Primary Election date.
Planning is beginning for 2022 statewide contests with chairs meeting to discuss potential candidates. It is true that
district boundaries are going to be re-drawn in the fall, but the people will still be there. We want to identify potential
candidates NOW and start to develop a winning campaign.
The Ohio Democratic Party is re-organizing and in the process of choosing a new chair. Our own Timothy Davis is
on the state Executive Committee and will be a part of choosing our new state leader.
So, lots is going on as we enter the new year with new hope, energy and vigor to move our country forward
together. We must work with our new leaders to come together will all of our citizens and move our country, state and
community forward. Together we can.
If you have some compelling ideas or are interested in being a bigger part of the change, please contact Hancock
County Democratic Chair at 419.348.2599 or nancy.stephani@gmail.com for more information.

What’s Eating Donald Trump

Bruce Workman

More so than any previous President, Donald Trump has fretted over his prospects for reelection. As it became
apparent that he had lost the election, his behavior became increasingly bizarre. Sure, every candidate wants to win
reelection. It serves as an affirmation of public trust and admiration—or at least that is what the successful candidate
would like to believe. There have been nine other one-term Presidents, but none have reacted the way Trump has.
There seemed to be much more at stake for Trump than any prior chief executive. It has been well established that DJT
is a narcissist. It is much harder for a narcissist to admit to a loss than other people, but this current behavior indicates
something much deeper.
Whether as a result of President Obama’s jokes at the White Press Correspondents’ Dinner, as some insist but only
Trump knows, or for some other reason, Trump seems to have a personal animosity toward the former president. He
has tried to undo, regardless of collateral damage, every policy Obama enacted during his eight years in office. Facing
the fact that Obama easily won reelection while he was handily defeated in his own bid for a second term may be
galling enough for Trump to dread. For such a thin-skinned individual the election outcome could be viewed as a major
blow to an inflated ego, but I doubt that is enough to explain the dread with which he had been viewing the 2020
election. What he fears most is undoubtedly the legal repercussions of life as a private citizen without the protection of
executive privilege. I suspect that much of the fundraising done under the guise of election fraud will in reality be the
source of Trump’s legal defense fund. It is not like Donald would be above deceiving and defrauding his base.

(continued on page 3)
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What’s Eating Donald Trump?

(continued from page 2)

What legal trouble might await citizen Trump? There are criminal and civil cases that have been put on hold while
Trump held office. Many of these will become open and active after January 20. First, let us take a look at the
allegations of hush-money payments to Karen McDougal (former Playboy model) and Stephanie Clifford (aka Stormy
Daniels). Both women said they had sexual relationships with Donald Trump and received payments to keep quiet
ahead of the 2016 election. Trump’s lawyer and fixer, Michael Cohen, testified, in front of the House Oversight
Committee and the United States District Court in Manhattan, that he made the payments on behalf of and at the
direction of Mr. Trump. Republicans on the Oversight Committee responded with a classic “liar, liar pants on fire”
defense that seemed more like schoolyard taunting than intelligent discourse. Trump did not and likely will not face any
federal charges as a result, but any additional lawsuits can proceed unhindered by claims of presidential privilege
Manhattan District Attorney, Cyrus Vance has opened a local investigation into whether Trump falsified business
records concerning the payments. This act would warrant a misdemeanor charge under New York law unless it was
done to cover another crime such as tax fraud. New York has a two-year statute of limitations on misdemeanor charges,
so Trump has dodged that bullet. However, if falsifying business records is related to covering up criminal behavior the
charge becomes a felony which would still be within the statute of limitations and would carry a more severe penalty.
Vance would have to prove that directed the payments and the only evidence that we know of is Cohen’s testimony and
a phone recording with a message that could be made equivocal by a decent attorney. It is unlikely this will result in a
criminal conviction, but it must still be of concern to Trump.
Mr. Vance subpoenaed eight years of Trump’s tax returns in August 2019. These documents are crucial to Vance’s
investigation into possible tax and bank fraud by Trump and the Trump Organization. Trump knows this and has used
the argument that it is political harassment in attempts to block the subpoena in federal courts—thus far, the courts have
not agreed. In filing the request, Vance mentioned the importance of the tax records in investigating “public reports of
possibly extensive and protracted criminal conduct at the Trump Organization.” In another filing a month later, he
mentioned tax fraud as a possible crime. Mr. Vance needs the tax returns to proceed and whether or not he gets them
will ultimately be decided by the Supreme Court. This has good potential to lead to a criminal case.
Another area of concern for Trump is the civil investigation into real-estate fraud. Letitia James, New York
Attorney General, has been investigating the Trump Organization for possibly inflating the value of properties to secure
loans and deflating the value for tax purposes. Michael Cohen provided the grounds for this investigation when he
testified that this was what occurred in front of the House Oversight Committee. Although Eric Trump sat for testimony
in her office in October 2019, Donald argued that he was too busy with presidential duties to deal with lawsuits. As of
January 20, 2021, that argument will lose any validity. James will not have to treat Trump with any more deference than
the average citizen. Although the investigation is currently being treated as a civil matter, if sufficient evidence of
unlawful activity is found it can lead to criminal charges.
Of possible concern are violations of the “emoluments clauses” in the US Constitution. These would be the least
likely of the transgression listed to lead to criminal charges. Three civil lawsuits have been filed, alleging the lodging of
foreign officials at Trump International Hotel as a possible violation. One suit filed by house democrats has already
been rejected by the Supreme Court and the other suits are likely to be dismissed or dropped. The rules on emoluments
only apply while the President is in office and will become academic on January 20.
Multiple women have accused Trump of sexual misconduct spanning several decades. Many of the accusers came
forward ahead of the 2016 election and Trump has dismissed all of them, personally attacking several of the women in
the process. In response, at least 26 women have filed lawsuits against Trump including two for defamation. One
woman, who claimed Trump groped her on a plane—Trump responded by saying “she wasn’t pretty enough” at a
rally—called on Congress to open an inquiry. The Justice Department took the extraordinary step of trying to replace
Trump with the United States as a defendant. A federal judge ruled that “the allegations have no relationship to the
official business of the United States,” essentially ruling that taxpayers should not be held responsible for Trump’s
perversions. (continued on page 4)
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What’s Eating Donald Trump

(continued from page 3)

Once Trump becomes a private citizen, evidence gathering can proceed. The first bit of evidence to collect is
Trump’s DNA to see if it matches with DNA left on E Jean Carroll’s—a columnist for Elle magazine—dress. Since
the allegation is rape, criminal charges may arise. The suit brought by former contestant on “The Apprentice”,
Summer Zervos, may proceed similarly. This is the area where Trump may face the most criminal liability.
Remember Bill Cosby?
The other legal challenge facing Trump comes from within the family. In September, Mary Trump filed a
lawsuit claiming that Trump and two of his siblings conspired to defraud his brother’s, Fred Jr., heirs, Mary, Fred
III, and Linda Clapp Trump, of their fair share of their grandfather’s estate. This is another case that will become
much more interesting when Trump becomes a private citizen. He will no longer have any legal standing to refuse to
honor requests for documents and testimony. The suit is for at least a half-million dollars in damages and could be
much higher depending on the evidence. If the suit is decided in the plaintiff’s favor, it would reveal Trump to be an
avaricious sleazeball.
So, Donald Trump has many reasons to dread becoming Citizen Trump. Legal troubles and loss of relevancy
are not among the least of these reasons. As of January 21, paying attention to him will become a choice instead of a
requirement. We can merrily go on our way ignoring daily tweets—assuming his Twitter account isn’t suspended
when has the follow the same rules as the rest of us. Hopefully, the responsible media will quickly assign him to the
dustbin of history where he properly belongs. Irrelevancy may be his biggest fear. He is a narcissist who seeks
constant confirmation of his self-perceived greatness. And no, he is not going to run again. He can use the “I was
robbed” excuse once, but two losses would be too humiliating to risk. We can safely say goodbye to Trump and
hope to see him in an orange jumpsuit soon.

Thanks, President Trump — I learned a lot from you
Joan Chittister National Catholic Reporter

November 19, 2020

President Donald Trump is seen at the end of his campaign rally at Eppley Airfield Oct. 27 in Omaha,
Nebraska. (CNS/Jonathan Ernst, Reuters)

(continued on page 5)
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Thanks, President Trump — I learned a lot from you
(continued from page 4)
Why is it that some things we never forget and other things we never remember? I work with those ideas a lot.
But one answer I know without flaw: I had a mother who assiduously insisted that there was something to be
learned in everything. I'd pour out my losses or celebrate my gains and my mother — somewhere along the way —
managed to make her ever-living point: "And what did you learn from that, Joan?" she asked. Over and over again.
Always.
It's a tiring exercise if you're a child. It's an everlasting path to wisdom when you get to be an adult who knows
without doubt that just because you want something — a particular position, a given candidate, encouragement for a
plan that failed — there is, lurking within it, a lesson.
And, note well, it will be a big enough lesson to carry you beyond where you are to where you must go if you are
ever to come to wholeness.
For that unseen lesson you must be grateful.
That's where I am now. I've learned a lot from President Donald Trump in none of the ways I wanted to.
First, I want to thank Trump for exposing to us how dangerously fragile a democracy really is. What I had
been taught was that our democracy — American democracy — unlike all those pseudo-systems like Argentina or
Turkey or Germany in 1939, was impregnable.
People like Trump, narcissists and power-patriarchs, can simply shape our political world, not around our values,
but around themselves and their personal goals, their ill-gotten gains, their blatant disregard for any values we thought
had been unalterably baked into the system long before they came. On the contrary, I have begun to think that politics
is a kind of while-we-slept game.
Second, Trump has shown us how baseless democracy is if it is not understood and protected by all of those
who take an oath to preserve it. A presidential election is not meant to give any single person power alone. It is
meant to surround a president with representatives, senators, cabinet officers and officials of conscience and character,
who are first and foremost responsible for the preservation of the Constitution. They, too, are also deputized to make
themselves as responsible for defending the ideals and vision of the Constitution as is the president. And so those
values, that document, must be protected — even from the president if necessary.
We have seen so little of that these last four years.
Third, Trump has shown us that the makings of a coup run through every form of government, including
democracy. Thanks to him, we must never be so blasé again about the possibility of the overthrow of democracy as
we know it: As in, "but we're a democracy so that can't happen to us." On the contrary.

The fact is that rather than work with Congress — including his own party's Republican representatives and
senators, a system as powerful as his own — he trampled them. And Republican representatives, intimidated by him
they tell us now, simply allowed it. No wonder we have so few profiles in courage from this period.
Fourth, in the end, I learned that even "party" meant little to Trump. That seemed to be a refreshing thought
until I realized, too, that though party did not move him, cronyism did, "loyalty" did, personal power did — in fact,
personal power was his fatal addiction.
But unfortunately, he taught me too that the likelihood of members of Congress to yield to intimidation for the
sake of saving their own seats and putting petty power above the welfare of the country is itself a political virus. I
admit I was shocked.
I remembered the Republicans who heard every word of testimony against Richard Nixon and then themselves
went as a delegation to tell Nixon it was time for him to go.

(continued on page 6)
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Thanks, President Trump — I learned a lot from you
(continued from page 5)
We, on the other hand, saw three — three — brave Republican senators put commitment to the country above
loyalty to the Trumpism that threatened them. So, how can we trust them again?
Fifth, I am grateful to past-President Trump for demonstrating how easy it is for a president to simply pull
the boat away from the shore by himself. Thanks to Trump, we learned the hard way that government by executive
orders — presidential determinations neither vetted nor voted on by Congress — is not a democracy. It is at best a
monarchy in disguise, a monarchy in waiting.
The executive order is a legislative tool that has been growing in popularity. In the modern era, Franklin Delano
Roosevelt, in the face of a recalcitrant Congress, launched his New Deal. Worse, he also incarcerated Japanese
Americans with it. Before that era, western states had been created by it.
Yet, for all intents and purposes, that approach to national legislation sank back into the shadows to be used for little
more than minor issues in a world of more important debates or national emergencies.
In our time, however, those doors have been blown open again by the plague of polarization. Presidents have little
power in the face of political rejection to get anything done except by taking things into their own hands. But the process
deserves watching. It's Trump's executive orders on border protection, immigration and immigrants, ecological reversals,
federal land usage, infrastructure and the Affordable Care Act that are clear indicators of how easy it has gotten to
legislate outside of legislation.
Clearly, it is a time for serious vigilance if democracy is not to slip away, at the end of a single pen, unseen.
Sixth, I am also grateful to Trump for taking one truism out of the American vocabulary. As in, "No, I don't
vote. My single vote won't change anything."
In fact, your one vote — or its lack — is still changing things.
Finally, I am grateful for the gift of reality Trump has given us as a people. He has forced us to face the
difference between bullying and leading. Leaders who bully are dangerous. Full-grown politicians, whose own motives
are so gross, so self-centered, that they bend to the local bully for the sake of a longer term, are selling this country out
for Scripture's famous "thirty pieces of silver."
The fragility of our system, the complicity of Congressional representatives and senators to curry favor with the
executive branch of government in order to secure their own place in it, the American-style monarchy in the unrestrained
use of executive orders, and the common lack of citizen commitment to the privilege of voting — reflected in the glee of
a 40-something mother who voted for the first time in this election — has brought this country to the brink.
May God help us all, citizens and political figures at every level, to figure out that the lesson that will make or break
our future lies in realizing that politics is a seriously righteous act — a socially ethical responsibility, a deeply spiritual
one. The great political question in this country now is a moral one: Are we devoted to such public morality? Are we up
to it?
From where I stand, through it all I learned that the complacency of "it can't happen here" has died here these past
four years. Just as it did in Munich in 1939.

[Joan Chittister is a Benedictine sister of Erie, Pennsylvania.]
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The Cult of Trump

Bruce Workman

Donald Trump attempting to pass something difficult Tom Pennington/Getty Images and L. Ron Hubbard from
the cover of Going Clear

I may have mentioned, on more than one occasion, that I have been mystified as to the thought process that permits
Trump’s base to ignore evidence and remain fervently loyal. Upon watching “Leah Remini: Scientology and the
Aftermath” and reading Bare-Faced Messiah (Miller, 1987), I had found, what I believe to be, a compelling precedent for
the ideas and behavior of Donald Trump and his devoted followers. There is an eerie correlation between the beliefs and
actions of Hubbard and members of the Church of Scientology and Trump and his base.
Lafayette Ronald Hubbard was a prolific writer by any account. The quality of the works he authored is left up to the
discretion of the individual reader. His most famous and controversial work Dianetics: The Modern Science of Mental
Health, a work derided by the AMA, the APA, and various professional associations, forms the guidelines for
Scientology and is universally accepted by members as canon. Part of the reason L. Ron—unless he was a Wizard of Oz
fan, I cannot ascertain why he chose to keep the initial instead of just calling himself Ron—was such a productive writer
of pulp and science fiction was that he was an excellent instinctive storyteller—he could create tales of his “exploits” on
the spot. Much or most of his autobiographical information was fictitious. His claims of travels alone in the Orient as a
teen, although accepted and published as fact by Scientology, are unverifiable. Most of his assertions regarding his
“expeditions” for the University of Michigan, the U.S. Geological Survey, and the Explorers Club—in whose
membership he attained by passing creative tales of previous expeditions as truthful—, cannot be verified by the
organizations mentioned and there are not indications that promised specimens were ever received.
L. Ron’s—I will continue to refer to him this way because I find it eccentric and laughable—father was a career
naval officer who wanted his son to attend the U.S. Naval Academy. Unfortunately, L. Ron could not pass the entrance
exam and while attending a school designed to prepare him for a second try, was discovered to be so myopic that he did
not meet the physical requirements for entrance to the academy. Hubbard received a commission from the Naval
Reserve, as Lieutenant Junior Grade in 1941. If one is to believe his autobiography, published and sold by the Church of
Scientology, he was a war hero who served in all five theaters of World War II, was Commodore of Corvette Squadrons,
received 21 medals and palms, and in 1944 was severely wounded and was taken crippled and blinded to Oak Knoll
Naval Hospital. His real Navy history, revealed under the Freedom of Information Act, shows that he was never
promoted above the rank of Lieutenant, received the following medals: American Defense Service Medal, American
Campaign Medal, Asiatic-Pacific Campaign Medal, and World War II Victory Medal—virtually every naval service men
had similar service and theater ribbons— had only one command over one vessel and was honorably discharged in 1950.
The medals on display at the Church of Scientology have been determined to be either fake, medals that are not issued by
the United States, or are only awarded by foreign countries.
(continued on page 8)
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The Cult of Trump

(continued from page 7)

While L. Ron was the Commander of PC-815, a Submarine Chaser, he “spotted” two submarines off the coast of
Oregon, gave pursuit and released depth charges. Five other ships and two Navy blimps appeared on the scene buy never
saw any indication of a submarine. One ship left in disgust without firing any depth charges. The US Navy investigated
the incident and concluded that it was likely that no submarine was present and a “known magnetic deposit” was
mistaken for an underwater vessel. Admiral Fletcher concluded that the one hundred depth charges dropped had probably
killed a few fish but no Japanese.
A medical report to the Commanding office of Oak Hill Naval Hospital found that Lt. Hubbard had a duodenal ulcer
with no obstruction and some minor arthritis. The Church of Scientology claims that L. Ron healed his blindness and
numerous crippling was injuries by applying the nascent principles of dianetics (from the Greek dia, meaning “through
“and nous, meaning “mind”) and that his war record was altered with his real “heroic” record being hidden by the Navy.
All of this may seem familiar to those acquainted with D. John Trump’s history and autobiographical books
While addressing a group of science-fiction writers and aficionados, circa 1949 and during the beginnings of
dianetics, L. Ron said, “Writing for a penny a word is ridiculous; if a man really wanted to make a million dollars, the
best way to do it would be to start his own religion.” He publicly repeated similar sentiments on two other occasions.
Shortly after making this statement, Hubbard took his show on the road. Holding seminars in front of sold-out crowds he
began demonstrating the principles of dianetics, much like the healers in an evangelical tent show—it is alleged that
many of the same techniques were used, and “plants’ in the audience were healed of ailments they never had.
Amazingly, dianetics became viewed as legitimate, ground-breaking science—by those other than scientists in the fields
of psychiatry, psychology, social work, and medicine, who claimed it was stream of consciousness gibberish—and L.
Ron became viewed as the genius he had always believed himself to be. He attracted some backers with money and
Scientology was born.
From the beginning, Scientology was designed as a business with designated prices to reach levels on the ladder to
become “clear” (a term referring to a state where the “analytical mind” is in total control of the “reactive mind”). The
decision to call the movement the Church of Scientology was a calculated business decision to avoid taxes. The church
also became a sort of “Publishers Clearinghouse” for the works of one author, L. Ron Hubbard. Scientology members are
required to purchase the complete works of Hubbard (about $4000). The church now controls assets over $2 billion, most
of this in real estate holdings, and its executives are extremely well-compensated while members must often remortgage
their houses or relinquish family education savings to meet their “obligations to the church.”
Based on part of the polygraph, the electropsychometer or E-meter was developed by Volney Mathison and patented
1
in 1954. L. Ron obtained a prototype and added auditing — “a process whereby the auditor takes an individual through
times in their current or past lives with the purpose of ridding the individual of negative influences from past events or
behaviors” (Wikipedia)—to his show. To preserve the premise that Hubbard was “the only originator of Dianetics and
2
Scientology material” , the E-meter was “improved” and trademarked as Physio-galvanometer, or O-Meter. It was later
christened the “Hubbard Mark” series of E-meters and several patents were filed with L. Ron as the inventor—
demonstrating effective use is not a requirement for a patent—thereby resolving a potential problem with dogma.
Another FOIA revelation is L. Ron’s FBI record. Since WWII, during which he reported neighbors and
acquaintances as Nazi sympathizers, L. Ron served as unsolicited informer for the FBI. Later he began focusing on those
he perceived as personal enemies or enemies of Scientology. There is a range of reports on suspected communists,
unregistered foreign agents, and any purported criminal activity that might serve to punish those he believed had
wronged him in some way. Shortly after the formation of the Church of Scientology, he provided the FBI with a list of
Communist Party members which included every member of the precursor organization of Scientology, The Hubbard
Dianetic Research Foundation—this was in apparent retaliation to allegations that he had kidnapped and drugged his
wife when she left him.

(continued on page 9)
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(continued from page 8)

Vengeance was important to Hubbard and he includes it in the basic tenets of Scientology. One can become an
enemy of Scientology (or Suppressive Person) merely by saying or writing anything critical of Scientology or
Scientologists and the punishment for performing “suppressive acts” can be severe. “We must ourselves fight on a
3
basis of total attrition of the enemy. So never get reasonable about him. Just go all the way in and obliterate him.” In
one of the more extreme examples of Scientology’s “Fair Game” policy, the author of “The Scandal of Scientology”,
Paulette Cooper, was not only sued 19 times by the church but was also framed as a terrorist. The church obtained a
piece of paper with her fingerprints on it and sent a bomb threat to itself. She was later exonerated after spending a
fortune on legal fees. You can obtain the L. Ron’s textbooks of Scientology at https://www.scientology.org/store/
category/beginning-books.html. You can obtain the FBI files on L. Ron Hubbard and Scientology for free at https://
www.xenu.net/archive/FBI/fbi-1.html.
What does all of this have to do with Trump and his supporters? We will find the answers to that question by doing
some comparisons. There are remarkable similarities between Hubbard and Trump and between Scientologists and the
avid Trump supporters.
First, let us look at the two leaders. Both have been informally diagnosed as malignant narcissists by several
members of the mental health community—since as narcissists they would view themselves as faultless, they would
never seek out professional help and must be assessed remotely. Hubbard and Trump were or are thin-skinned.
Although both dealt out insults as if they were party favors, they reacted with rage at the slightest criticism. Revenge
plays a prominent role in their playbooks and empathy is absent. Analysis of numerous statements made by both men
indicates that misogyny, racism, pettiness, crudeness, and cruelty are defining characteristics. Finally, and perhaps most
importantly, both have garnered a fanatically devoted following. Although there is no formal policy for punishing those
who attempt to escape the Trump cult, there may be something similar to Scientology policies in the future. Both
groups have factions devoted to punishing those opposed to the leader or organization. The chief difference is that the
Scientologists are more covert and sophisticated and less prone to violence.
What makes a cult? There are some standard signs that a group may be a cult:
1. There is some sort of pressure to join. This pressure can come in many forms, such as the high-pressure sales
techniques employed by Scientology or the demagogic and highly emotional rallies and communications of Trump.
2. A charismatic leader who claims to possess special powers or knowledge with an assumption of divinity.
Hubbard was considered the creator of Dianetics and the Church. Although there is no formal Church of Trump, there
have been many claims, from evangelicals and Christian crackpots, that he was sent by God .
3. There is an inner circle. Although membership is open to many, there are a few individuals who follow the
leader unquestioningly and maintain secrecy.

4. The leader and inner circle employ deceptive means to attract new followers. Both Trump and Hubbard are
regarded as pathological liars. Once a new member is recruited, use thought reform, or brainwashing techniques, to
keep him or her in line. To paraphrase Joseph Goebbels, repeat the lies often enough and the subject will accept them as
truth.
5. The group exploits its members financially, emotionally, psychologically, politically, and often sexually. As
mentioned previously, Scientology is run like a business and members are encouraged to live below their means to
financially enrich the organization. There also exploit members emotionally and psychologically by forcing
disconnection from family and friends. There have also been allegations of sexual abuse. Trump exploits member
prejudices to gain financial and political power. The latest example of this is the vast sums of money he has raised in his
pointless quest to overturn election results and tarnish democratic institutions.

(continued on page 10)
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(continued from page 9)

6. In nearly every cult, leaving the cult results in horrible consequences. In Scientology, the most cited reasons for
skeptical members remaining in the church are fear of being declared a “suppressive person” and fear of disconnect
from family members who remain in the church. We have not had enough examples of rank-and-file defection from
the Trump cult to determine consequences, but we have seen the tweets resulting from disagreement with any Trump
4
pronouncement.
Okay, even if we accept these comparisons and accept both Scientology and Trump’s base as cults, what is the
point? The point is that we will have a moral obligation to attempt to free fellow humans from exploitation. Assigning
blame to the victim is the easy way to address problems with people, but it is not the ethical way. The other point is
that freeing someone from a cult requires more than mere debate. An important point made by former Scientologists is
their reason for joining. In nearly every case they thought they were doing something good. Scientology’s explicitly
stated goal is to save the world. Whatever the stated or unstated motives for becoming a Trump follower, we can be
sure that nearly all these people do not think themselves evil. Many in Trump’s base are indeed deplorable, and these
are often the ones who are most visible and vocal, but we must resist the temptation to assign their motives and
behavior to the entire group. These racists had their brainwashing begin before Trump and are likely unreachable by
us. We must address the others with compassion. Attempts to assign motives or blame will only result in childish
schoolyard name-calling. There are professionals who deal with “deprogramming” cult members, but there is at least
one proven method we can employ. To overcome the effects of repetitive lying, we must resort to repetitive truth.
I must confess that I now have some difficulty in humanizing Trump supporters, but to be effective I must
overcome this. Personal attacks on the member or the cult leader will not get the job done and should be avoided. Meet
lies with unembellished truths. Of course, we must use our own judgment as to what is trollery and what is discourse.
We should respond only to the latter. When responding we must stick to verifiable facts, rinse and repeat. It is not easy
to break up a cult and it will take more time than what we would hope, but we cannot let the current divide go
unchallenged. We must view these people as fellow human beings with the capacity to reason. If not, we risk more
demagogues and the loss of our republic.

(1) Auditing (Scientology). (2020, November 26). Retrieved December 19, 2020, from https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Auditing_(Scientology)
(2) Christensen, Dorthe Refslund (June 24, 2016). "Rethinking Scientology A Thorough Analysis of L. Ron Hubbard's
Formulation of Therapy and Religion in Dianetics and Scientology, 1950–1986". Alternative Spirituality and
Religion Review. 7: 155–227.
(3) Hubbard, Lafayette Ronald (February 16, 1969).” Battle Tactics”. HCO Policy Letter of 16 February 1969.
(4) LaRosa, Paul. “How to Identify a Cult: Six Tips from an Expert.” 48 Hours, CBS News, 24 May 2018, 11:10 PM
EST, www.cbsnews.com/news/how-to-identify-a-cult-six-expert-tips/.
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The regular meeting of the Hancock County Democratic Party Central and Executive Committees will take place on Zoom on January11, 2021 beginning at 7:30 PM EST.
Contact Nancy Stephani if you would like to attend.

Hey Nancy, it's Ted -- I wanted to reach out and officially introduce myself. I'm the new digital organizing
manager at All On The Line and part of my job is building the volunteer infrastructure. That's why I'm inviting you to join the official AOTL volunteer team.
To achieve fair maps, we'll need to be proactive instead of reactive. I say this because as a North Carolinian, I've seen map manipulators in action -- and they thrive when there's no accountability.
If we only take cues from the latest headlines, it might seem as if it's already too late to make a difference. But that's just not true. The fact is -- not a single line has been drawn yet. And until the maps are official, there's always an opportunity to make them fairer. I saw this first hand in 2019 when the courts had legislators in North Carolina fix our most egregiously gerrymandered districts.

.
Earlier this week, A.G. Holder joined our monthly call with all the AOTL volunteers and
emphasized that this grassroots movement understands something really fundamental about this
country -- that it is up to each of us to make a better future possible. My time as a grassroots volunteer
proves that he's absolutely right. I started my fight to end gerrymandering by attending an AOTL volunteer
training. Never would I have thought I'd soon be working to make volunteer opportunities like that one
happen all across the country.
And if there's one lesson I've learned from my experiences with All On The Line, it's that grassroots
supporters and volunteers truly are the engine that keeps this train moving. The success of this movement
doesn't depend on me and my coworkers -- or even A.G. Holder -- it really depends on all of us raising our
voices now before redistricting begins and staying engaged throughout the process.
If we wait to step up only after the pundits start sounding the alarm, it'll be too late. Will you sign up
to join our volunteer team? We need to grow our movement before 2021 because grassroots
supporters are the last line of defense to achieving fair maps.
Talk with you soon,
Ted Corcoran
AOTL Digital Organizing Manager

January 2021

The Hancock County Democrat
Page 12

Calendar-Hancock County Democrats
Please note: I have corrected the link to the public version of this calendar. Please let me know if you have any
problem with accessing the calendar. email me
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